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educational missions in Egypt, and the students are
displaying an intelligent receptiveness.
Quite apart from settling the Bedouins at oases
and at known wells, Ibn Saud initiated a careful
survey of this country in order the more fully to
tap its water supplies, his object being to bring as
great an area as possible under cultivation. He
realizes that the old conception of wealth has gone.
No longer can a man be judged by the number of
camels he owns, for slowly but surely the ship of
the desert is having to give way to the motor. The
motor cannot go as long as a camel without liquid,
but it can traverse distances which make the camel
uneconomic. Discarded tyres are now taking the
place of bleached camel bones along the pilgrims*
way from Jeddah to Mecca.
Investigations have also been set on foot to ascer-
tain the exact extent of the mineral wealth of the
country, and the best means of developing it. Gold
has already been found, and the presence of oil is
more than suspected.
Ibn Saud's stern opposition to unyielding con-
servatism where that conservatism stood in the way
of progress, led to difficulties at first, but when the
processes of modern science were to be observed in
practice, much of the futility of the old was realized,
and the forwardists carried the others in their enthu-
siastic urge. An example of this can be found in
Ibn Saud's introduction of modern machinery for
irrigation purposes. Almost with malice aforethought
did he instal his imported machinery where the old-
fashioned was doing its inefficient best, and the